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13A. Asha Bhosle, legendary playback 
singer, dies in Mumbai at the age of 92 

          ,                 , 92        

                     

 Ms. Bhosle, who recorded nearly 12,000 
songs in over 20 Indian and foreign languages, is 
considered one of the most versatile voices in 
Indian music. 

           ,         20                    ग ग 

12,000     ग  ,          ग                  

                             

Part of heritage 

                

 Condoling the death of the singer, 
President Droupadi Murmu said that it has created 
a huge void in the world of music. 

 ग              प                         

                             ग    ग                

       ग      

 Born in a musical family, she began 
singing at the age of 10. 

                       ,        10              

ग             

 Her first song was Chala Chala Nav Bala 
for the 1943 Marathi film Majha Bal. 

      प    ग   Chala Chala Nav Bala   ,    

1943              Majha Bal           

 She entered Hindi cinema five years later 
with Saawan Aaya in Chunariya (1948). 

        प            1948        Chunariya    

ग   Saawan Aaya                              

 Her work in Naya Daur (1957) brought her 
wider recognition. 

 1957        Naya Daur                    

  प  प          

 Over the decades, she recorded more 
songs than any other female playback singer of 

her time. 

                  प                           प    ग              ग              

 The Guinness World Records recognised her for the most studio recordings. 

                                                                     

 She was honoured with the Dadasaheb Phalke Award, Padma Vibhushan, and 
Maharashtra Bhushan. 

                          ,          , औ                              ग   

 Some of her famous songs are Chura Liya Hai Tumne Jo Dil Ko, Dum Maro Dum, Piya Tu Ab 
To Aaja and In Aankhon Ki Masti. 

           ग        Chura Liya Hai Tumne Jo Dil Ko, Dum Maro Dum, Piya Tu Ab To Aaja 

औ  In Aankhon Ki Masti          

 Maharashtra Governor Jishnu Dev Varma said her versatility and contribution left a lasting 
mark on music lovers. 

                                                             औ    ग         ग           प  

               



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
 

13A. QUIZ: Birth Name of Rahul Sankrityayan 

 Rahul Sankrityayan, known as the ―Father of Hindi Travel 
Literature,‖ was originally born as Kedarnath Pandey in 1893 in 

present-day Uttar Pradesh.  

 His birth name reflects his early upbringing in a traditional 
Brahmin family. Later, after embracing Buddhism during his travels, 
he adopted the name ―Rahul,‖ inspired by the son of Gautama 
Buddha, and ―Sankrityayan,‖ indicating his scholarly lineage. 

  This transformation symbolized his intellectual evolution and 
ideological shift. 

 The name Kedarnath Pandey represents Rahul 

Sankrityayan‘s original identity before his philosophical and cultural 
transformation. 

  His extensive travels across Asia, especially Tibet and Sri 
Lanka, exposed him to Buddhist philosophy, leading to a conscious 

renaming. 

Celebrated Work of Rahul Sankrityayan 

 The renowned historical fiction work is Volga Se Ganga, published in 1943.  

 This book is a collection of interconnected stories tracing human civilization‘s journey from the 
Volga region in Eurasia to the Ganga plains in India.  

 The work that received the Sahitya Akademi Award in 1958 is Madhya Asia ka Itihas.  

 This book is a comprehensive historical study of Central Asia, covering political, cultural, and 
economic developments. 

1934 Work Introducing Marxist Interpretation by Rahul Sankrityayan 

 The notable 1934 work is Samyavad Hi Kyon. In this book, Sankrityayan explains the 

principles of socialism and Marxism in a simple and accessible manner for Indian readers. 

  It reflects his ideological shift towards Marxist thought and aims to popularize scientific and 
materialist interpretations of history and society during the pre-independence period. 

Foreign Academic Institution Associated with Rahul Sankrityayan 

 Rahul Sankrityayan taught Sanskrit at Leningrad State University in the former Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR).  

 His appointment reflects his global academic recognition and deep expertise in classical 
Indian languages. During his time there, he contributed to the spread of Indian knowledge 
traditions and strengthened intellectual exchanges between India and the Soviet Union. 

 Leningrad State University was one of the USSR‘s premier institutions, attracting international 
scholars. Sankrityayan‘s role as a Sanskrit teacher highlights his mastery over multiple 
languages and disciplines. 

  His engagement also symbolizes early Indo-Soviet cultural and academic cooperation. His 
teachings helped introduce Indian philosophical and linguistic traditions to foreign students, 
and his international exposure further enriched his scholarly works, which are widely 

referenced in academic and research institutions. 
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GS Paper 1: Geography 13 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

13A A.P.‘s Polavaram hydel project gathers pace with advanced turbine tech 

                                                                            

   

13A Israel‘s Ben-Gvir visits flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque compound 

              -                   -                            
 

 
In March, the Webb and Hubble space telescopes 
teamed up to observe Saturn and acquire a richer 
understanding of its atmosphere. This image shows 
Webb‘s view. The rings are bright because they are 
made of water ice, whichis very reflective. The image 
also highlights the jet stream called the ribbon wave 
across the northern mid-latitudes.  
 

 

 

13A.  Israel‘s Ben-Gvir visits flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque compound 

              -                   -    

                        

 Israel‘s far-right National Security Minister Itamar 
Ben-Gvir visited the flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque 
compound in Jerusalem on Sunday, saying he 

was seeking greater access for Jewish 
worshippers. 

                                                -

                                       -

                            औ            

                                        

 The Jordanian Foreign Ministry said it considered 
Mr. Ben-Gvir‘s visit to be a violation of the status 
quo agreement. 

                                    -               

                            

 

GS Paper II: Polity 13 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

13A Delimitation, and not women‘s reservation, is the issue 

                         ,                

13A Between 14 years and the gallows 

 14     औ               
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13A. Delimitation, and not women‘s reservation, is the issue 

                         ,                

 The Parliament passed the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 unanimously in 

September 2023 during a special session. 

                             , 2023           2023                                 प     

      

 The Adhiniyam introduced Article 334-A in the Constitution which mandated one-third 
reservation for women in the Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabhas, scheduled to come into 
effect after the completion of the next Census and the Census-based delimitation 
process. 

                                334-      ,              औ                         

      -                          ग  ,                औ                       

               ग           

 The Opposition had not asked for this condition. 

  प                  ग             

 In fact, the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha, Shri Mallikarjun Kharge, had 
forcefully demanded that the reservation provision be implemented from the 2024 Lok Sabha 
elections itself. 

       ,             प                                        ग                         

2024                                      

 For reasons best known to itself, the government did not agree. 

          प                प                 
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 Now, we are given to understand that Article 334-A will be amended to make women‘s 
reservation applicable from 2029 itself. 

                               334-                                            2029 

                     

 Why did it take the Prime Minister 30 months to make his U-turn? 

                                   30              ? 

 And why can he not wait a few weeks to convene the special session? 

औ                                                            ? 

Lessons from the past 

            

 Contrast this with the manner in which the 73rd and 74th Constitution Amendment Bills 
were finally passed by Parliament in April 1993 and June 1993, respectively. 

                                73    औ  74                                    1993 औ  

    1993              प         ग      

 The Bills took almost five years of discussion and debate, following which reservation for 
women in elections to panchayats and nagarpalikas became law. 

            प   ग ग                  औ        ,                    औ                 

                               

 This was a singular achievement of the late Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi. 

       ग                                प     प        

 Today, there are about 15 lakh elected women representatives in rural and urban local 
bodies, constituting over 40% of the total. 

         औ                         ग ग 15                              ,           

40%             

 The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 stands on the shoulders of this achievement. 

                     , 2023      प            प             

 The last decadal Census was due in 2021. 

 प                 2021             

 The Modi government kept postponing it. 

                                    

 One consequence of this has been that over 10 crore people have been deprived of their 
legal entitlements under the National Food Security Act, 2013 that provides the basis for 
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. 

        प               10                                          , 2013        

 प                               ग ,                                            

 Census operations have begun only after an inexplicable delay of five years. 

  ग                                                    

 It is being proudly claimed that it is a digital Census. 

   ग                                               

 Senior officials have themselves publicly declared that because of its digital nature, most of 
the population enumeration numbers will be available in 2027 itself. 

                                 प                            प                 

             2027                    

 The government‘s excuses for its tearing hurry to call this session and conduct 
delimitation are evidently hollow. 

                औ                                                  प              

 Almost exactly a year ago, the Prime Minister announced that the 2027 Census would also 
be a caste census. 

 ग ग        प   ,                            2027                                   

      

 This was after filing affidavits in the Supreme Court and answering questions in Parliament 

rejecting the idea of conducting a caste census. 
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                                                         औ                              

                                       

 This was also after the Prime Minister accused Congress leaders calling for a caste census 
as suffering from what he called ―an urban naxal mindset‖. 

                                  ग          ग                            ―         

        ‖                 

 Be that as it may, Census 2027 is supposed to enumerate the population by caste in order to 
give greater meaning to social justice and empowerment. 

        , 2027      ग                                                        

            औ                                      

 Bihar and Telangana have carried out comprehensive caste surveys in their respective 
States, with the whole process not taking more than six months. 

      औ               प  - प              प                   ,       प                      

               

 It is clear, therefore, that the propaganda that a caste census will delay the publication of 
the Census 2027 is just not true. 

                                            2027                       , प            

         

 In fact, the Prime Minister‘s real intention now is to further delay and derail the caste 
census. 

       ,                                           औ               औ             

    

 The special session is scheduled to begin on April 16. 

         16                           

 Yet till now, there has been no official proposal shared with MPs on what exactly the 

government wants the session to consider. 

                                                                                      

                                          

 It appears that some formula for delimitation is being suggested. 

                                                                  

 Any delimitation must be preceded by a Census exercise as in the past. 

        प          प                             ,         प                 

 And it goes without saying that any delimitation involving an increase in the strength of the 
Lok Sabha must be politically — and not just arithmetically — equitable. 

                                                                               

                  ,           ग       प     

 States that have been pioneers in family planning, and smaller States, must not be placed 
at an absolute or relative disadvantage. 

                                    औ          ,                                          

                         

 A proportionate increase may, in fact, result in the loss of relative influence because the 

difference in absolute numbers get magnified. 

   प                                              ,                    औ               

    

Need for careful consideration 

                             

 The Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam, 2023 provides for reservation within reservation. 

                     , 2023                                    

 This means that the one-third of seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes respectively will also be reserved for women. 

                             औ                                 -                  
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 During the debate in September 2023, the Leader of the Opposition in the Rajya Sabha had 
demanded that a similar reservation be also provided for women belonging to the Other 
Backward Classes (OBCs). 

       2023                ,             प                ग                              

          (     )                            

 Reservation for OBCs has been already provided for in higher education and government 
employment. 

                  प                  औ                      प       

 The monsoon session of Parliament will begin in mid-July. 

                                           

 The heavens will not fall if the government were to call an all-party meeting after April 29, to 
discuss its proposals with the Opposition, allowing time for a public debate, and then have 

the Constitution Amendment Bills considered in the monsoon session. 

          29                                   ,   प          प          प          , 

                          , औ                              प                        ,    

                    ग   

 The real issue is delimitation which, based on the information unofficially available, is 
extremely dangerous and an assault on the Constitution itself. 

                      ,     प      प                                       औ  

                         

 

13A. Between 14 years and the gallows 

 14     औ               
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 The Sattankulam trial judge accepted the Sriharan bar in his sentencing order and was 
forced to the rope; even ordinary life imprisonment, the judge wrote, would let the 
convicts come out in fourteen years through determined effort 

                                                                         औ             

             ;                                                                  

                                                  

 On April 6, the Madurai trial court in Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) v Sridhar 
sentenced nine suspended policemen to death. 

6                                                                                

                                

 They had killed P. Jayaraj and his son J. Bennix in police custody in June 2020. 

           2020      .       औ             .          प                             

 Judge G. Muthukumaran‘s reasoning is being celebrated as judicial intolerance of 
uniformed brutality. 

          .                                                             प                 

    

 It is also worth reading as a confession. 

                    प       प               

 The case fell within the rarest of rare, he wrote, in terms that left no room for life 

imprisonment. 

                        ‗                ‘               ,                            ग       

         

 The doctrine he was applying comes from Bachan Singh v State of Punjab (1980). 

                        ग     ,                            (1980)            

 There a Constitution Bench held that the death sentence may be imposed only in the rarest 
of rare cases when the ―alternative option of life imprisonment is unquestionably foreclosed‖. 

             प                                                                           

                                      

 The Sattankulam judge believed it was foreclosed. 

                                                        

 The trial court had only two options. 

               प                    

 It could send the convicts away for life. 

                                        

 Or it could send them to the gallows. 

                                

 What it could not do was occupy the middle ground constitutional courts have fashioned 

since 2008. 

                 प          ,      2008                                             

 That ground is a life sentence quantified in years, served without remission. 

        ग                                  ,                            

 The intermediate sentence has become a fixture of Indian capital jurisprudence. 

                                                 ग      

 It remains off-limits to the trial courts themselves. 

                                                   

 The doctrinal source is the 3:2 majority of the Constitution Bench in Union of India v V. 
Sriharan @ Murugan (2015). 

                                 .       (2015)    3:2                    

 The majority built on Swamy Shraddananda v State of Karnataka (2008). 

                                     (2008) प             

 It held that only the High Courts and the Supreme Court could commute death to a fixed-

term life sentence beyond statutory remission. 

         ग                     औ                                                
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 Sessions courts could not invent a special category of sentencing. 

                                           

 The principle has since been reaffirmed in Kiran v State of Karnataka (2025) and applied in 
Sukhdev Yadav v State (NCT of Delhi) (2025). 

             प                         (2025) औ                            (2025) 

      ग   

 The Sattankulam trial judge accepted the bar in his own sentencing order. 

                        प                                  

 He cited the Kiran ruling (2025) which held that Sessions Courts cannot bridge the gap 
between 14 years and death. 

                  (2025)              ,           ग                  14     औ             

                              

 In paragraph 323, he recorded that the Sessions Court has no power to impose 
imprisonment for life until death. 

 प                  323                                                                

                   

 The defence for the fourth accused had pleaded the same limitation. 

        प          प                          

Limitations on Trial Courts 

                        

 The justification offered in Sriharan is surprisingly thin. 

                    ग   औ                   

 The majority called the special category an inherent power of constitutional courts, 
unavailable to trial courts. 

                                                    ,                      प            

 Yet trial courts already wield the most consequential sentencing power under the Code of 
Criminal Procedure (CrPC). 

                        प   प                                                           

        

 If they can extinguish life under Bachan Singh, why may they not impose life without 

remission? 

                                               ,                                            

     ? 

 The Supreme Court has acknowledged the trap. 

                                         

 In Kiran, the Bench described the gap between ordinary life imprisonment and death. 

                                            औ                                   

 The special category was devised to bridge the gap. 

                                                      

 Sriharan then withheld this option from the trial courts most likely to need it. 

                                                                              

           

 The consequence in Sattankulam is plain. 

                  प             

 Even ordinary life imprisonment, the judge wrote, would let the convicts come out in fourteen 
years through determined effort. 

                                                                                     

         

 Section 433A of the CrPC fixed that minimum. 

                         433                             

 He found the interval derisory for the brutality before him. 

                   प                                     प     
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 Sriharan denied him the calibrated alternative. 

                                                  

 He could not direct, say, thirty years of actual incarceration without remission, a 

sentence second only to death. 

                                                                   ,                        

              

 He could only choose between a sentence he considered inadequate and the rope. 

     प                   औ                               

 He chose the rope. 

                      

 The defenders of Sriharan must be heard. 

                                                  

 Uniformity, they argue, requires the special category to remain with constitutional courts. 

                  प                                                  प                  

 They warn that sessions judges may impose idiosyncratic non-remittable terms. 

                                     -                          

 They invoke appellate scrutiny in death references as the safeguard. 

                                            प             

 Trial courts also impose death sentences, subject to confirmation under Section 366 of the 
Code. 

                               ,           366                           

 Uniformity is achieved through appellate correction, not denial of jurisdiction. 

   प                              ,                               

 A sharper critique is empirical. 

                                                  

 The Square Circle Clinic at NALSAR released its Annual Statistics Report on the death 

penalty in February. 

                                             प           प             

 Its findings cut against any easy reading of the Sattankulam result. 

                                                         

 In Manoj v State of Madhya Pradesh (2022), the Supreme Court directed trial courts to 
gather information about the prisoner‘s background, mental health and prison conduct. 

                  (2022)                                                   ,        

    औ                                               

 These guidelines are routinely ignored. 

                                         

 Vasanta Sampat Dupare (2025) elevated compliance with Manoj to a fair trial right under 
Article 21. 

                 (2025)               21                                        

 At the same time, the special category devised in Shraddananda has become the rule at the 

appellate level. 

       ,                             प        प                ग      

 All five Supreme Court commutations in 2025 went to whole-life without remission. 

2025                         ग      प                                             ग    

 The Sattankulam verdict will travel to the Madras High Court on confirmation. 

                                    प              ग   

 The Madurai Bench has followed this case since taking suo motu cognisance in June 2020. 

      प          2020                                                           

 It will have the option Sriharan denied the trial judge. 

     प             ग                                                   

 It may convert the sentences into fixed-term life imprisonment without remission. 

                                                                         

 That outcome would expose the contradiction. 

   प                                   
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 A special category trial courts cannot use is becoming the default above them. 

                   प  ग                           ,     ऊप                                 

 According to the Square Circle Clinic‘s report, most trial courts impose death sentences 
without the mitigation hearings required in Manoj. 

  प             ,                                                                    

         

 The Sattankulam judge did hold them, and the architecture failed him anyway. 

                               ,                                    

 Extending the special category of fixed-term sentencing to him would remedy one rung of a 

broken ladder. 

                                                                                 

 Yet reconsideration of the post-Bachan Singh framework would still be overdue. 

                                  प                         

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 13 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

13A China giving fictitious names to Indian territory, says Centre 

                                       ,             

13A China ‗to boost Taiwan exchanges‘ as Opposition leader ends visit 

     ‗                  -           ‘                               
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13A.  China giving fictitious names to 
Indian territory, says Centre 

                                     

  ,             

 Continuing with this process, China has 
created a new county in the restive Xinjiang 
province, named Cenling. 

                         ,                       

                 Cenling           

 Cenling was announced on March 26 by 
the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region 

government and as of now details of its 
administrative divisions and precise boundaries 
are not known. 

 Cenling          26                        

                       ग , औ           

                  प           प            

 Cenling is located near the Karakoram 
mountain range, which falls in the vicinity of 
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) and 
Afghanistan‘s Wakhan corridor. 

 Cenling                         प         ,    

                    (PoK) औ    ग       

                             

 The apparent aim behind creating the 
Cenling county so close to PoK is to ensure 
security of Xinjiang, which is dealing with Uyghur 
insurgency and terrorist groups such as the 

East Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM). 

 PoK    प   Cenling                      

                                  ,         

      औ  ETIM                                  

 

 

13A.  China ‗to boost Taiwan 
exchanges‘ as Opposition leader 

ends visit 

     ‗                  -     



                      
 

  

P
ag

e1
4 

      ‘                               

 China will implement a series of measures to enhance exchanges with Taiwan, Beijing said 
on Sunday on the final day of a rare visit by Kuomintang (KMT) chairperson Cheng Li-wun. 

                       -                               ,      ग              

          (KMT)           -                                    

 Beijing released a list of 10 measures to ―promote the peaceful development of cross-strait 
relations‖, Xinhua said. 

      ग       -                                                     10                       , 

                    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

GS Paper III: Economy 13 April  2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

13A Why India‘s established elite is afraid of taking risks 

                                                   

13A Tourism and trade 

      औ        

13A Tapping fisheries in reservoirs 

                               

13A Are biomass stoves a cleaner, cheaper alternative to LPG? 

                                  औ             ? 

13A No, life insurance isn‘t like fixed deposit 

     ,                                      

13A Why deposit tokens will shape the next trillion 

                                          

13A All the light we cannot see 
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13A. Tourism and trade 

      औ        

 Consensus is vital in leveraging the 
strategic importance of Nicobar 

Nicobar                                    

                   

 The Union government‘s ₹92,000 crore 
mega-infrastructure project for the holistic 
development of the Great Nicobar Island (GNI) 

             ₹92,000                       

        ,                                   

         

 The Union government‘s ₹92,000 crore 
mega-infrastructure project for the holistic 
development of the Great Nicobar Island (GNI) by 
building it up as a port and tourism-led economy 

has gathered speed in the last six months, even as 
concerns remain about its impact on the Island‘s 
ecology and the rights of local populations, the 
Nicobarese and the Shompen — two indigenous 
tribal groups. 

             ₹92,000           ग           

प       ,                                       

औ                                           

  ,  प                          ,           प    

               औ                         ,       

 प             औ         —                  

       प                                       

 Apart from the International Container 
Transhipment Port (ICTP), the airport, and power 

plants, the draft master plan envisions developing the 
GNI as a ―seaside destination in a pristine, 
unspoilt, protected environment‖, outlining plans 
for business, adventure, biodiversity tourism, 
family entertainment, amusement parks, etc., 
along with adequate social infrastructure for 

healthcare, education, and livelihood. 

                                  ,          औ        

                ,                                  

―  ,       औ                                

  ‖     प                               ,       

     ,       ,                  ,           
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       ,                        -       ,      औ                         

                   

 The draft is planned for a projected population of over 3.36 lakh by 2055, by which time the 
expected tourist inflow will be a million a year. 

         2055    3.36                                              ग     ,          

                                              

 Over 70% of the direct employment the government hopes to create will be in tourism and 
allied sectors. 

                               70%                          औ                      ग   

 While the National Green Tribunal has set aside concerns about the project‘s impact on the 
GNI‘s biodiversity by citing its ―strategic importance‖, a challenge to the project‘s 
clearances remains in the Calcutta High Court. 

                           प                                                      

                                           ,      प                              

                               

 
 
Major Tribes of Andaman and Nicobar Islands 

 These tribes are broadly classified into Negrito tribes (Andaman group) and Mongoloid 
tribes (Nicobar group). 

 
Andaman Group (Negrito Tribes) 

1. Great Andamanese 

 
• Once the largest tribe, now reduced to a 
very small population 
• Reside mainly in Strait Island 

• Dependent on government support 
• Language and culture are rapidly declining 
2. Jarawa 
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• Semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers 
• Live in forests of South and Middle Andaman 
• Known for resisting outside contact for long 

• Now limited controlled interaction with outsiders 
3. Onge 
• Inhabit Little Andaman Island 

• Practice hunting and gathering 
• Population is very low 
• Highly dependent on government welfare 
4. Sentinelese 
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6 
• Live on North Sentinel Island 
• Most isolated tribe in the world 

• Completely reject outside contact 
• Protected under strict government laws 
� Nicobar Group (Mongoloid Tribes) 
5. Nicobarese 
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7 
• Largest tribal group in Nicobar Islands 
• Practice agriculture and animal husbandry 
• Relatively more developed and integrated 
• Follow Christianity along with traditional beliefs 

 
6. Shompen 
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6 
• Inhabit Great Nicobar Island 

• Semi-nomadic and reclusive 
• Limited contact with outsiders 
• Depend on forest resources 
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13A. Tapping fisheries in reservoirs 

                                 

 Budget 2026-27 highlights undertaking of initiatives for integrated development of 
fisheries in 500 reservoirs and Amrit Sarovars 

    2026-27    500         औ                                                  

 Budget 2026-27 highlights undertaking initiatives for integrated development of fisheries in 
500 reservoirs and Amrit Sarovars (ponds developed under Mission Amrit Sarovar) to 

enhance income of fish farmers. 
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    2026-27                                500         औ               (          

                         )    प                ग                                      

 This will also involve strengthening market access to fish farmer-producer organisations and 

cooperatives. 

                          औ                                                     

        ग   

 India is the second largest fish producer in the world. 

                                              

 Now, it is also the second largest globally in aquaculture production. 

                                                      

 The country has witnessed a 106% increase in the national fish production since 2013-14 
that stands at a record 197.75 lakh tonnes in 2024-25. 

       2013-14                         106%               ,    2024-25    197.75           

          प  प    ग       

 Interestingly, 75% of our fish production comes from inland fisheries that include 

freshwater, brackish, and saline water resources. 

                                           75%                           ,       

    ,      औ                     

 Reservoirs, spread over an area of more than 31.50 lakh hectares, are a major source of 
freshwater fisheries and aquaculture. 

31.50                                                           औ               

             

 Fish production from these water bodies is approximately 18 lakh tonnes. 

                  ग ग 18                            

 Located primarily in eastern, central and the peninsular regions, these reservoirs 
contribute to the livelihood of millions of fish farmers. 

     प        ,    औ                                                             

                

 This is especially true for economically backward and water-scarce regions where they 
play a crucial role in providing employment and food security. 

          प                      औ    -                        ,                औ      

                                             

 While Madhya Pradesh has the maximum area under reservoirs (about six lakh hectares), 
Tamil Nadu has the highest number of reservoirs at over 8,000. 

                                         (                  )   ,                  

                          (8000        )     

 A key factor in the rise of the country‘s fish production is the increase in fish productivity in 
reservoirs to 100 kg per hectare compared to 50 kg in 2006. 

                                                                     100         

                     ,    2006    50             

 This has been made possible by application of cage culture technology with sufficient 
stocking of quality seed backed by requisite budgetary support under flagship programmes 
such as Blue Revolution (BR) and the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana 
(PMMSY). 

                      प  ग औ                                              ,         

         औ                                                                         

 While the Indian major carps (Catla, Rohu, Mrigal) form the core species for stocking, 
need-based stocking of additional species (Tilapia, Pangasius, etc.) is provided under the 

above programmes. 

                      (    ,    ,     )                ,                            , 

                                                         

 These reservoir cages, floating or stationary, are typically made of synthetic netting or 
mesh with a structure for support. 

            ,             ,                                            ,                        
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 The mesh allows for natural water flow, ensuring oxygen and nutrient exchange with the 

surrounding environment. 

                                         ,             औ                   -     

         

 These cages are anchored to the bottom or suspended from buoys to maintain their position 
and depth. 

                                                                    ,                औ  

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13A. Are biomass stoves a cleaner, cheaper alternative to LPG? 

                                  औ             ? 

 Can modern cookstoves turn the return of firewood into a sustainable alternative 
during the LPG crisis? 

                                                                            

              ? 

Owing to the LPG crisis, many areas—especially rural regions—have reported going back to 
firewood 

                            —                    —                                    
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 Owing to the LPG crisis, many areas—especially rural regions—have reported going back to 
firewood, that are generally seen as increasing drudgery for women, while also causing 

pollution and health hazards. 

                            —                   —                         प        , 

                               औ                                           

 Traditional chulhas have an efficiency of barely 10%. 

प   प                       10%          

 Modern stoves reach 38% to 45% thermal efficiency. 

            38%    45%                      

 Technologies such as secondary aeration reduce soot and harmful gases. 

                          औ           ग                    

How can mass firewood-based cooking be made sustainable? 

                                                     ? 

 Cooking with firewood can be sustainable if harvesting is responsible. 

                                      ,           ऊ             

 Firewood is a renewable resource if extraction does not exceed regrowth. 

                          ,           प                     

 Improved cookstoves reduce the amount of wood required. 

                                           

 They can also use pellets and briquettes from agricultural waste. 

         औ                             प  ग             

 This reduces pressure on raw firewood. 

                                  

 Financing is key, and emissions savings can generate carbon credits. 

   प       प       औ                                              

What about the cost of equipment and fuel expenses? 

      औ                    ? 

 Household models start below ₹2,000, while commercial systems exceed ₹20,000. 

           ₹2,000           प     ,                    ₹20,000                        

 Financing can be supported through microfinance, CSR, and carbon finance. 

   प           , CSR औ                        

 The main operating cost is fuel, but high efficiency reduces consumption. 

             ग         ,                प                 

 Modern stoves have reduced firewood consumption by over 50%. 

                         प     50%                     

 Firewood is more cost-effective than LPG. 

                            

 Commercial LPG rates have exceeded ₹100/kg. 

           प        ₹100                        ग      

 Firewood costs around ₹10/kg on average. 

        औ         ग ग ₹10                 

 Four kilos of firewood equal 1 kg LPG energy output in improved stoves. 

                 4           = 1                                    

 Firewood can offer over 60% cost savings. 

     60%                              

What supply chain would be needed for mass adoption? 

                                         ? 
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 Mass adoption does not require massive infrastructure investment. 

  प   प  ग                                              

 Biomass fuels like firewood and crop waste are already widely available. 

     औ        प              प                              

 Focus should be on distribution networks and last-mile delivery. 

                 औ                   प              

 Local partnerships and awareness are crucial for adoption. 

               औ    ग                 

 Reliable after-sales support is also essential. 

                                     

 

13A. No, life insurance isn‘t like 
fixed deposit 

     ,                            

          

 Common and vintage tactics to mis-sell 
start with describing a life insurance policy as 
‗like a fixed deposit‘. 

    -     ग                              

‗                ‘                 

 It isn‘t and cannot be. 

                औ                   

 Many life policies are sold as offering 
‗guaranteed‘ returns. 

              प         ‗             ‘         

 प                  

 Some returns may be guaranteed 
under some policies, but many are declared 
year to year and are dependent on various 
terms and conditions. 

                   ग                 ,          

   -  -                  औ               

               

 Unit-linked insurance policies (ULIPs) 
are sold as high return policies and better than 
mutual funds as they come with life coverage. 

 ULIPs             औ                      

                                                

 The high returns are a possibility 
indeed, as are low returns or losses! 

                 ,                             

         

 As for their comparison with mutual 
funds, please ask for a comparable fund option 
and check for yourself what the charges are on 
the ULIP and on the mutual fund. 

                           ,              ग  

औ                            

 Selling a regular premium policy as a single premium 
has become the saddest and most laughable kind of mis-
selling. 

                                                               -     ग     
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 And then there is pressure sales of insurance as a tax-saver. 

           ,                               प                                 

 More serious cases involve underplaying facts that are material to the policy and its coverage.  

 ग               प                                              

 Let us say you declare a pre-existing disease (PED). 

            प     -           (PED)           

 The agent may persuade you to avoid this since coverage would be difficult or premium would 
be higher. 

       प         प                                                                   

 Or you may make it easy for him by signing a blank proposal form. 

     प                                                   

 There are sinister cases where signatures have been forged and fake lab test reports 
substituted to hide PEDs. 

                                      औ                              

 When the insurance policy is issued, the company has to give you a copy of your proposal 
form. 

 प                प    प    प                              

 It is in your interest to check it at least then. 

  प                 प            

 The 15-day free-look period allows you to return the policy and get a refund. 

 15          -             प प        प             औ  प                    

 

 

 

13A. Why deposit tokens will shape the next trillion 

                                          

 Yet, as global finance shifts toward programmable, always-on settlement rails, India faces a 
strategic question: how does it modernise banking without compromising stability? 

           -                        औ  24x7                        ,                       

                                                       

 Two ideas — deposit tokens and asset tokenisation — may hold the answer. 

          —              औ                  —                         
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 Deposit tokens represent a natural evolution of bank money. 

                   ग                         

 Issued by regulated banks on secure, permissioned blockchain rails, these tokens are fully 
backed by traditional deposits and subject to prudential oversight. 

                                          प               औ  प                                

    

 Each token is a direct claim on a bank‘s balance sheet, preserving trust while unlocking new 
technical capabilities. 

                                              ,                                        

              

 Rather than operating outside the system, deposit tokens extend the regulated banking 
framework into a programmable digital layer. 

                              ,                                                           

    

 This distinction is critical. 

                         

 Much of the debate around digital money has focused on the perceived trade-offs between 
innovation and safety. 

           प                 औ                      प                

 Deposit tokens eliminate this false choice. 

                                           

 They enable near instant settlement, atomic delivery versus payment, and automated 
reconciliation. 

                ,                     औ                                

 These are features that today require multiple intermediaries and delayed clearing, without 
introducing new credit or liquidity risks. 

                         औ                      ,                               

 Tokenisation represents ownership or economic rights as digital tokens that can be 
fractionalised, transferred, and settled with far lower friction. 

              प                                                       औ               

            

 In real estate, tokenisation can simplify complex ownership structures with greater 
transparency. 

                              औ                   

 Gold, long an asset of choice for Indian households, can be tokenised with secure custody 
and instant settlement, allowing it to integrate effectively with formal financial markets. 

     ,                प      ,                         औ                                  

 Even private equity and venture investments, traditionally illiquid and limited to institutional 
players, can benefit from controlled liquidity under compliant tokenised frameworks. 

              औ                                    प           

 . Importantly, tokenisation is not about speculative financialisation

    प                                     

 It is about making existing value more efficient, reducing operational costs, improving access, 
and widening participation under clear regulatory guardrails. 

                                 ,            औ                 

 When paired with bank-issued deposit tokens, tokenised assets can settle instantly in 
regulated digital money, reducing counterparty risk and enabling new market structures. 

                                        ,                   ,          औ           
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13A. All the light we cannot see 

                           

 The match industry in Tamil Nadu, over a 100 years old, might have just met its most 

formidable enemy. 

                       ,    100             प        ,       प                             

            

 A new threat has emerged in the form of cheap, imported, limited-use plastic lighters, and 
it looks like they may take the pu• out of the safety match industry. 

                ,       ,                                    प                , औ  

     ग                                                 

 With around 90% of the matches being made in southern Tamil Nadu, the lighters will also 
affect the economy of these districts. 

  ग ग 90%                               ,                                           

   ग   

 The industry employs around 5 lakh people. 

       ग  ग ग 5                              

 Besides, it reuses waste paper as raw material. 

           ,                              प    प  :  प  ग          

 The bene•ts of the homegrown match industry are multi-layered — from tax revenue to 
employment generation. 

                ग          -         —                                 
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13A.  Cancer courses through the Ghaggar in Haryana 

                                           

 The Ghaggar, flows through Haryana, entering at Panchkula and passing through Ambala, 
Kaithal, and Fatehabad before reaching Sirsa. 

                                       औ        ,     ,                           प          

 Locals also blame cancer on the excessive use of fertilizers and pesticides. 

         ग         औ                                                   

 Groundwater too raises cancer risk. 
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 Cancer is not a notifiable disease in Haryana or at the national level. 

                           प                (Notifiable Disease)          

 Thus, private hospitals are not mandated to report new cases. 

                                      प                          

 

 

13A.  Study unravels why men experience more skin infections than women 
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 They have proposed both behavioural and physiological reasons for this difference but the 

exact mechanism has been unclear. 

                              औ                       ,                            

 Male sex hormones, androgens, which include testosterone, help bacteria communicate and 
cause skin infections by activating a bacterial signalling system called quorum sensing. 

         ,                                                                               

      (       ),                         ,                                  औ              

                                                     

 Sex hormones are generally thought to be produced by the testes or ovaries. 

       प                                                           

 However, Tamia Harris-Tryon, Associate Professor of dermatology and immunology at UT 
Southwestern, and her team had previously shown using an advanced technique called liquid 
chromatography tandem mass spectrometry that the skin also generates and secretes 
extremely small concentrations of these hormones. 

       ,                                                                               औ  

           ,                        

 The skin is a hormonally responsive organ. 

            -                  

 Its sebaceous glands can produce hormones, making testosterone readily available to 
microbes living on the skin‘s surface. 

                               ,                                                       

                 

 This is relevant to bacteria like Staphylococcus aureus. 

                                            प        

 They don‘t begin an infection right away. 

                                 

 To test whether testosterone from the skin drives infection, the researchers engineered mice 
that were unable to produce testosterone in the skin. 

                                              ,                                               

                                          

 Female sex hormones, oestradiol and progesterone, didn‘t affect the bacteria‘s quorum 
sensing — where bacteria release chemical signals into their environment and as the 

bacterial population grows, the concentration of these signals rises. 

            (          औ           )                      प                प   —       

                                 औ      -                      ,                              

    

 ―Thus, the bacteria not only talk to each other, but the host also talks to the bacteria. 

       ,                                     ,                                          

 This may help to explain why men are more susceptible to staphylococcal skin infections 
than women and could lead to new approaches for the treatment or prevention of these 

infections.‖ 

                                                                        औ             

                                          

Beyond antibiotics 

                   

 S. aureus is the leading cause of skin infections worldwide. 

  .                                           

 It commonly colonises the skin and nose but when it enters the bloodstream, it can cause 
septicaemia, a life-threatening condition that could lead to organ failure. 
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               औ                ,                               ,                  

                                ,                              

 These infections have been increasingly harder to treat, thanks to the rise of multi-drug-
resistant S. aureus, a strain that resists methicillin and other related antibiotics. 

                                      ,         -              .                        , 

             औ                                    

 Conventional antibiotics try to kill bacteria or inhibit their growth, which creates strong 
evolutionary pressures that encourage bacteria to develop resistance to antibiotics. 

प   प                                                                    ,       

                           औ                                          

 However, the new study targeted quorum sensing, which disrupts the bacteria‘s ability to 
coordinate harmful behaviours without necessarily threatening their survival. 

       ,                                       ,                                       

                             ,                                      

 

13A.  Inside the world of shadow libraries: digital piracy, AI, and the fight for 
access 

                              :               ,     औ                    

 Preservation and sharing of knowledge online is a common goal for several 
academics, activists, pirates, hackers, and technologists; what was once an 
underground movement for access is now entangled in a larger fight involving 
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publishers, governments, and artificial intelligence companies 

                    औ                        ,           ,         ,       औ  

                                ;                                       ,       

       ,         औ                                                            

 In early 2026, users of Anna‘s Archive — one of the world‘s largest shadow libraries — 

woke up to find that the site‘s domain had vanished. 

2026            ,           ,                                               ,    

 प  ग          प                  ग       ग    

 Platforms such as LibGen, Z-Library, Sci-Hub, and Anna‘s Archive host millions of books 

and papers. 

      ,    -       ,    -   औ                                       औ      प   प   

          

 Websites reappear under new domains and systems remain decentralised and resilient. 

                                         औ                     औ                     

 In late 2025, Anna‘s Archive claimed it had scraped Spotify data, expanding into multimedia. 

2025          ,                                                          औ                

              

 This expanded shadow libraries beyond books into music and data aggregation. 

                           प                    औ               प    ग    

 Another case alleged that Nvidia used shadow library data for AI training. 

                  प  ग    ग                                                        

            

 Nvidia denied the claim. 

                  प                

 Regardless of the outcome, shadow libraries are becoming data sources for AI systems. 

प                ,                                                     

 Sci-Hub, led by Alexandra Elbakyan, has distanced itself from newer platforms. 

   -  ,         प                        ,                                

 For publishers, the stakes include revenue, intellectual property, and sustainability. 

                        ,             औ                          

 For technology companies, it is about access to large datasets for AI. 

         प                                                        

 For users, the concerns are affordability, availability, and freedom to read. 

 प  ग                             ,        औ                     

     -                           ,                                        
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 When reminded that the target was FTEs, each manager came up with a few names. 

          ग         FTE   ,                          

 The CXO didn‘t even ask why those names were picked. 

 CXO               प                       ग   

 There were no discussions about whether AI would replace the laid-off employees. 

                       AI                                    

 It was redundant as usual. 

                   (redundancy)     

 When I read about this layoff story in the news later, it appeared with an AI flavour. 

                   AI                  ग    

Labour fallacy 

       (Labour Fallacy) 

 Significantly, the top 10 AI companies, including OpenAI, Anthropic, and Perplexity, have 
added 7,500 new employees in the last 12 months. 

    प                 OpenAI, Anthropic औ  Perplexity        प         7500            
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 Despite the gains, AI companies are adding more engineers themselves. 

 AI   प                                       

 Perhaps we should hold our horses before writing a death sentence on software engineering 
as a profession. 

                                             प                         

 Marc Benioff said companies cut jobs due to cost issues, data centre commitments, and 
some AI-driven rebalancing. 

                         प          ,               औ  AI                                  

 However, with 2.5 lakh engineers graduating each year, job opportunities are shrinking. 

        2.5                                           

 India exports $300 billion software services annually. 

             300                                     

 8.5 lakh engineers graduate every year. 

        8.5                            
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13A. What are sentinel species? 

                      ? 

 A: A sentinel species is a species 
whose members‘ health signals the 
condition of the ecosystem in which they 

live. 

                                        

                                    

                            

 Scientists monitor them because 
they are among the first to respond to 
stressors in their environment, such as 
pollution and disease, and their response 

also tends to be more apparent than most 
other species. 

                ग                      

                                 औ      

            प                   , औ       

                                        

         

 In other words, they can provide 
early warnings of ecosystem decline. 

              ,                             

                              

 Sentinel species tend to occupy a fixed territory and live long enough to accumulate toxins. 

                                            औ                                              

              

 They also have physiologies that amplify the effects of environmental change. 

                                                                                



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
6 

 Thus, when something goes wrong in their habitat, they show it first. 

        ,                     ग           ,                                     

 The most common example is frogs. 

                            

 Their skin is permeable and absorbs whatever enters the water or soil around them, making 
them very sensitive to pesticides and pathogens. 

                        औ    प      प                     प                          , 

                   औ                                           

 A declining frog population has often been a sign of wider ecological stress, even before 

other indicators detect the problem. 

                                                             ,      प                 

        प       

 Canaries in coal mines worked on the same principle: the bird‘s faster metabolism made it 
succumb to carbon monoxide before human miners could notice anything. 

                  प  ग     ग        प                 प             : प                     

                                                ,      प                         

प     

 Researchers also use honeybees to track agricultural chemical loads, polar bears to 
monitor Arctic contaminant accumulation, and certain fish species to detect industrial 
runoff. 

                       प  ग                                         ,                 

 प  ग                        ग           , औ                        प  ग औ      

              प    ग                    

 On April 9, the International Union for Conservation of Nature declared the emperor 
penguin to be an endangered species. 

 9                                                                               

 Emperor penguins are sentinel species for warming in the Antarctic region. 

      प ग                                            

 Climate change is projected to halve their population by the 2080s. 

                                     2080                                     
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13A. Telangana‘s trauma policy targets eight-minute emergency response 

                                                           

 With road accidents claiming thousands of lives each year, Telangana is betting on speed as 
the difference maker. 

                                                 ,          ग                     प     प   

        

 Its newly unveiled Trauma Care Policy aims to bring down emergency response time to under 
8-9 minutes, nearly halving the current 13-to-15-minute window. 

                                                           13-15               8-9 

              

 The policy lays out a system-wide overhaul of trauma care. 

                              प                         

 It aims to cut down the time by strengthening emergency response systems, mapping 
accident-prone black spots with inputs from the NHAI and police, and strategically placing 
trauma centres along high-risk corridors, Director of Medical Education (DME) A. Narendra 
Kumar said. 

                                                       ,                         

         (NHAI औ  प            ग   ) औ                                             प  

           ,                .                    

 India recorded 1.73 lakh deaths from road crashes in 2023, with Telangana contributing 
around 5–7% of these cases. 

         2023    1.73                             ,          5–7%                       

 Mr. Kumar added that a key shift of this policy is to move away from a fragmented system 
towards a unified trauma care model under the principle of ‗One Patient, One System, One 
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Protocol‘. 

                                                                                   

 प       ,    ‗One Patient, One System, One Protocol‘        प             

 The aim is to ensure that trauma victims are stabilised quickly, transported efficiently and 
treated at the appropriate facility without delays. 

                                                           ,                         

         औ           प                       

 To operationalise this vision, the health department will implement a structured four-level 
trauma care network. 

             ग             ,                        -                         ग     ग   

 Level Four centres will function as pre-hospital units, including ambulances and mobile 
emergency services. 

      4       -                   प           ग ,               औ                     

         ग   

 Level Three centres, located in district hospitals, will handle initial treatment. 

      3    ,                           ग ,                  ग   

 Level Two centres, typically medical colleges, will provide advanced trauma care. 

      2    ,          प                  ग ,                        ग   

 Level One centres will serve as apex institutions, offering comprehensive care for complex 
trauma cases. 

      1                      प            ग  औ                                           

   ग   

 
 
 
 
 
 


